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Last landmark falls, but ‘we'II keep Kolb Corners alive’ 


BY JIM KNEISZEL 

lkneis2e@greenbaypressgazette.c0m 

A historie tavern at the 
country crossroads of 
Brown County G, V/Lime 
Kiln Road and MM was 
plowed under Tuesday, 
erasing the last building in 
the once-bustling burg of 
Kolb Corners. 

Signs posted for the un- 
incorporated area are all 


Ledgeview 

that remain of what was a 
vibrant commercial hub 
for area farmers for more 
than a century. 

Although a post office, 
cheese factory — and now 
the 140-year old tavern 
mos recently known as 
the Korner Bar — are 
gone. area residents would 


like to maintain the Kolb 
Corners signs as a re¬ 
minder of an important 
rural meeting place. 

“It’s the end of an era, 
but weTl keep Kolb Cor¬ 
ners alive,” said Steve Cor- 
rigan. whose family fought 
to return the crossroads 
signs after the county took 
them down many years 
ago. 

Corrigan is a fifth-gener- 


ation area resident and for- 
mer Ledgeview town chair- 
man who bought the tav¬ 
ern property about a 
month ago from Bob and 
Patricia Smits after a pa- 
tron died following a bar 
fight. 

The death left a black 
mark on an otherwise 
happy story about a famil- 
iar country saloon fre- 
quented by many families 


over the years. 

"The bar ran for 140 
years and nobody ever got 
killed in it. Now we Te liv¬ 
ing in a nev; millennium 
and you ain't safe going 
into your own ban" Corrig¬ 
an said. 

A painful memory gone 

Though a lot of pleasant 
memories were lost in the 
rubble Tuesday Corrigan 


said he was happy to re- 
move reminders of the 
July 16 incident in which 
32-year-old De Pere resi¬ 
dent Scott Verhaagh died 
after he was subdued dur 
ing a fight. Verhaagh’s 
family recently filed a 
wrongful-death civil law- 
suit in Brown County Cir¬ 
cuit Court. 

► See Landmark, A-5 
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Workers from Gauthier & Sons Construction Ine. tear down the old Korner Bar, the last visible rem- 
nant of the unincorporated community of Kolb Corners. The property was bought by Corrigan’s 

CBS Custom Built Structures. Evan Siegle/Press-Gazette 





Landmark/Korner Bar was 
community gathering place 

>• From A-1 

While the incident remains 
uncler review by the Brown 
County District Attorney’s Of¬ 
fice. Corrigan is working on 
plans for a new sports 
bar/restaurant at the same lo- 
cation. 

Corrigan’s own company, Cor- 
rigan's CBS Custom Built 
Structures. is a half-block down 
the road on Brown County G, 
and he believes the vacant cor¬ 
ners have development poten- 
tial as Ledgeview grows with 
suburban dwellers. 

Memories of tavern 

Mary Jane Herber agrees. 

The Brown County Library’s 
local historian grew up visiting 
the tavern, which was operated 
by her grandmother, Mae Gof- 
fard. and her great-grandfather, 

Albert Lambert, before Goffard. 

The wooden structure dated to 
the 1870s or earlier and was 
most likely always a tavern, ac- 
cording to Herber and Corrigan. 

“It will be a bustling little 
place again once the communi¬ 
ty gets out that far. It may take 
20 years, but people will know 
where Kolb Corners is again.” 

Herber said. 

Herber is certain the area will 
thrive again because of the con- 
vergence of three county high- 
ways in one of the fastest-grow- 
ing suburban areas in Brown 
County. She expects a conve- 
nience store, gas station and 
restaurant will sprout up to 
serve surrounding subdivisions. 

When Herber was growing up 
and helping her grandmother at 
the tavern 45 years ago, farmers 
woidd come into town hauling 
milk to the cheese factory and 
then stop at the tavern for a beer 
and a game of cards. It was more 
than an outpost for hard drink 
ing, Herber said. She said the 
tavern was a family gathering 
spot where parents wou l d catch 
up on local doings inside while 
the kids frolicked in her grand- 
mother’s garden outside the bar. 

“It was great fun. It was 
where my grandmother taught 
me to tap beer,” Herber re- 
called. Tales of rowdiness that 
now dog some of the country 
taverns disappoint Herber, who 
remembers the old timers run¬ 
ning a tight ship. 

Mae Goffard “was the kind of 
person who did not tolerate foul 
language. She was a wonderful 
woman, but there was a line 
and if you crossed it. you were 
history,” Herber said. ‘Tm glad 



Kolb Corners is named for Peter Kolb, an early settler in the area. 
The Corrigan family is related to Kolb and has been a mainstay 
for several generations. Standing near the Kolb Corners sign in 
Ledgeview Tuesday are, from left, Chester Corrigan, Don Corrig¬ 
an, Alan “Bud” Corrigan, Chad C. Corrigan, Chad S. Corrigan, 
Steve Corrigan and Scott Corrigan. Evan Siegle/Press-Gazette 

Why the name Kolb 
Corners? 

Kolb Corners is named for 
Peter Kolb, an early settler 
who worked land near the 
crossroads and was the 
community’s postmaster. 

Steve Corrigan, whose family 
settled here in 1857, is relat¬ 
ed to Peter Kolb and would 
like to see the name remain. 

Mae hasn’t been alive in the last 
10 vears to see the deterioration 
of it.” 

Corrigan has similar memo¬ 
ries visiting the bar with his 
family as a child. 

“For the most part. the memo¬ 
ries are good. It was a small 
country bar where you’d go in 
here and you’d know every- 
body,” he said. 

Kolb Corners is surrounded 
by similar crossroads commu- 
nities that are slowly morphing 
into the more modern model 
Herber describes. 

Four-corners towns, includ- 
ing Shirley, Lark and Wayside, 
often included a church, and 
many of the churches are disap- 
pearing due to parish consolida- 
tions in the Catholic Church, 

Herber said. She advocates 
keeping the Kolb Corners signs 
in place as a historie reminder, 
if for no other reason. 

“Keep the signs up. Otherwise 
you lose track of there ever hav- 
ing been anything there,” she 
said. 



